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House. A grave constitutional crisis seemed
imminent, and ominous references to Charles I.
and Strafford ran round the German Press ; but
the taxes were obediently paid, and the policy of
the great Minister triumphed.

It triumphed no less signally abroad than at
home. The policy of the German Powers excited
the indignation of the English people, who, as usual,
supposed that, because they were strong, they must
also be wrong. It so happened that an interesting
domestic occurrence enlisted their sympathies still
more deeply on the Danish side. Early in 1863
the Prince of Wales had married the beautiful
daughter of the Prince to whom diplomacy had
assigned the fateful heritage of Denmark and the
Duchies. The charms of this young lady won all
hearts, and many Don Quixotes longed to send
over champions to fight for her injured sire.
Palmerston vainly tried to form a triple alliance
with France and Russia, vainly blustered about
what England's unaided strength could do. With
the Queen and the majority of the Cabinet against
him, he could only convene a Conference in London,
which failed to reconcile the belligerents. Den-
mark fought on, but had to lay down her arms in a
few weeks, lured to her ruin, men thought, by a
blind reliance on England's help.

Canning's policy, in the hands of his most
brilliant successor, after freeing Italy, had suffered
three signal defeats. It was now utterly bankrupt,
and could no more stave off the new Reform Bill
than it had staved off the old.
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